
As we wrap up the outdoor season at Mill City Farmers Market and Charitable Fund,
we're taking time to reflect and report on our experiences and accomplishments.
The past eighteen months have been one of the most dynamic and challenging
periods in our Market's history. In the face of a pandemic, a collective reckoning
around racial injustice, and the exponential consequences of climate change - all
on a global scale - we recognize and appreciate even more fully the importance of
our local food economy and local action. 

With generous support and collaboration of our donors, sponsors and partners, 
we are leaning into our mission with innovation and creativity. We are working
diligently to support our farmers and makers and to nurture the impact of local
regenerative agriculture as an antidote to climate change, inequity and food
insecurity – all challenges and opportunities that have become more visible in the
current political, social, environmental, and public health crises. We are committed
to responding to the emerging needs of our community while pursuing a long-term
vision for a more equitable, sustainable and healthy future. 

This is truly a team effort and there has never been a more important time to act
locally. Everything you do - from shopping at the Market, to contributing financially
to our work, to simply spreading the word about your favorite farmer or maker -
helps us build a stronger and more resilient food system and community. 
Thank you for your support. 

Martha Archer
Executive Director
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A Message from the Executive Director
2021 SEASON RECAP2021 SEASON RECAP



Experiential Learning

Farmers markets give shoppers a direct
connection to the source of their food and
an opportunity to learn about the
importance of local sustainable agriculture.
This Season, we created an online Facebook
group, Mill City Cooks, to share cooking
videos by our Market Chefs and
opportunities to sign up for free online
cooking classes. We look forward to
continuing to rebuild our on-site learning
opportunities in 2022. 

In 2021, we continued to adjust to the changing
landscape of Covid-19. Last winter, we bundled up
throughout the train shed for our first ever indoor
OUTDOOR Winter Markets. By summer, we were once
again hosting a vibrant marketplace with thousands
of dedicated shoppers supporting their favorite
vendors, helping to keep our local food and maker
economies going strong. 
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90,000+

SHOPPERS

AT THE MARKET

90+

VENDORS

600+

JOBS 

$2M IN

 SALES



NEXT STAGE GRANTS FOR FARMERS

Since 2013, we have awarded over 85 Next Stage Grants totaling over $240,000 to farmers
and food makers in Minnesota and western Wisconsin seeking support for financial
hardship or growing toward the “next stage” of their businesses. These projects have
lasting impacts, like improving soil, reducing tillage and water use, and testing innovative
farming methods that can be shared among other local farmers. Grants for farmer relief
also help farmers experiencing extreme hardship to stay on their land and producing
during emergencies like (but not limited to) the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In 2021, we received more applications than ever before and made our largest number
and amount of awards to date. More than half of the awardees are farmers and business
owners who are Black, Indigenous, or People of Color.

So far this year, we have raised more than $72,000 from sponsors and individuals to fund
the 2022 grant cycle, which is a 33% increase since 2019. This will go a long way to help us
meet the increased needs of farmers and demand for the Next Stage Grant program.
Thank you to CoBank and all of our community members for your increased support!
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Bean Market – Tractor for more efficient cultivation
Cultivating the Commons – Seed production research
Dawn2Dusk Farm – Tractor for soil health and cover cropping
Easy Yoke Farm – Fieldhouse greenhouse
Gedef – Irrigation well at new farm site
Hang Family Farm – Planting an orchard
Karbin Based Farm & Market – Increasing farm efficiencies
Live Organically – Mobile chicken coop
Mhonpaj’s Garden – Deer fence
Nistler Farms – Greenhouse construction
Oxheart Farm – Cows’ milk bottling equipment
Pluck Flower Farm – Tools for fieldwork efficiency
Rising Sun Farm & Orchard – Planting perennials for pasture health
Shepherd’s Way Farm – Sheeps’ milk bottling equipment
Twin Cities Green Farm – Plastic mulch lifter and winder

ON THE FARM

-  NEXT  STAGE GRANT

RECE IPENT

"Small farming

businesses are only as

resilient as the people

who run them. The

goodwill and care of

the community is

essential for this

process to continue."

2021 GRANTS2021 GRANTS

https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/bean-market/
https://www.facebook.com/cultivatingthecommons/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/dawn2dusk-farm/
http://easyyokefarm.com/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/live-organically/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/mhonpajs-garden/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/nistler-farms/
https://oxheartfarm.com/
https://www.pluckflowerfarm.com/
https://www.risingsunfarmandorchard.com/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/vendors/shepherds-way-farms/
https://www.facebook.com/Twin-Cities-Green-Farm-2160899817327702/


GREENS FOR GOOD

Mill City Farmers Market’s food
donation program partners with
Augsburg University’s Campus 
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IN THE COMMUNITY

LEAFF: LOCAL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FARMER FUND
LEAFF was launched in 2020 by The Good Acre, Mill City Farmers Market Charitable Fund, Lakewinds Food
Co-op, the Latino Economic Development Center, The Food Group, and the Hmong American Partnership.
In 2021, LEAFF supported 40 small-scale, emerging, BIPOC farmers with purchases up to $4,500 each to
help them survive the loss of markets. Food was distributed in communities that have been
disproportionately affected by COVID-19 and civil unrest.

$22,000 TO FARMERS

16,000+ LBS PRODUCE

 In 2021, we increased our donations, distributing more than
16,000 pounds of fresh produce and paying more than $22,000
directly to local farmers. We also hired a bilingual Somali
Community Liaison and featured our first cooking demo video
by local Somali chef Jamal Hashi to facilitate communication at
the distribution site and inspire confidence and ideas for
cooking with fresh, donated produce. 

Kitchen to increase access to fresh food in Cedar Riverside. Each
week from June through October, a team of Augsburg volunteers
gather produce from our farmers to assemble healthy bags of
fruit and vegetables for families facing food insecurity. This
produce is purchased directly from farmers with support from
the community and Delta Dental of Minnesota.

MARKET BUCKS

We work in partnership with
Hunger Solutions of Minnesota to
make groceries more affordable
by accepting SNAP food stamps
and matching SNAP transactions
dollar per dollar up to $10,
totaling $5,500 in 2021.

https://www.augsburg.edu/campuskitchen/
https://www.augsburg.edu/campuskitchen/
https://www.augsburg.edu/campuskitchen/
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU

CHARITABLE FUND

BOARD

MCFM BOARD
Joe Dicker
Dy Drake

Laura Frerichs
Faye Jones
Kathy Klink

Kelly McManus
Josh Resnik

Anna Sawyer
David Stevens

 

Emily Paul
Stayci Bell
Joe Dicker

Christina Lee Ironside
Natalie Jacobson
Mike Romanowsi

Ken Story
Dale Woodbeck



Since its launch in 2006, Mill City Farmers Market has fostered a local, sustainable
and organic food economy in a vibrant, experiential marketplace. 

In 2017, the Mill City Farmers Market Charitable Fund was founded as an extension
of the Market to support and expand its mission-driven work and deepen its

impact as an anchor in the local food system. 
 

The Charitable Fund is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization incorporated in the state of
Minnesota with a mission to support a healthier community through partnerships,

educational programming, and support for local farmers and makers.
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SUPPORT OUR MISSIONSUPPORT OUR MISSION

Ways to Support

Become a Friend of the Market by making a personal donation
Attend or support the Harvest Social, our annual fundraiser
Work with your business or foundation to underwrite or sponsor a
program or activity

Visit millcityfarmersmarket.org/charitable-fund for more information.
 

Mill City Farmers Market, Inc.
704 S 2nd St, Minneapolis, MN 55401

(612) 341-7580
millcityfarmersmarket.org

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/MillCityFarmersMarket/friends-1.html
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/harvest-social/
https://millcityfarmersmarket.org/sponsors/

